
I’d Like to Know… 
 
Questions Parents Ask About Blessed Sacrament School 
 
 
What is the school’s philosophy? 
 
We believe each child is a gift from God.   
 
Christian values, which take their meaning from Jesus’ message in the Gospels, are the center of 
Blessed Sacrament School and serve as an introduction to a larger and global community. 
 
Blessed S acrament S chool s trives w ithin a  C hristian e nvironment t o provide a  pr ogram of  
academic ex cellence.  A  va riety o f t eaching t echniques ena ble chi ldren t o work toward their 
potential, experience s uccess and see l earning as  a l ife-long pr ocess.  S trong, pos itive 
relationships between home and school are essential to this outcome. 
 
Blessed S acrament S chool i s a  m inistry of  t he pa rish.  C hildren a re given oppor tunities t o 
experience a n extended C hristian f amily while a t w orship, w ork, s tudy and pl ay.  T hrough 
membership in this c ommunity c hildren learn s elf-discipline a nd s elf-respect, which lead to a 
strong, positive self-image.  The children are taught to respect others by example and by being 
held accountable for their actions. 
 
What is a multi-aged classroom? 
 
Blessed Sacrament School is organized into units.  In the Primary Unit, grades one through three 
are multi-aged.  In the Intermediate Unit, grades four through six combine multi-age and graded 
groupings.  T he Junior High, grades seven and eight, i s multi-aged with a  rotating curriculum.  
The ki ndergarten i s s elf-contained.  W ithin t he units w here m ulti-aging i s us ed, children are 
assigned to multi-aged h omerooms.  During t he s chool da y t hey m ove t o va rious c lassrooms, 
where the teachers in the units provide instruction. 
 
There are many advantages to multi-aged education.  T he natural living environment for adults 
and children in the home, school and workplace is multi-aged.  Socially, a multi-aged classroom 
allows children to know classmates from several different grades.  By the time children are in the 
third grade, they know children in the first, second, fourth and fifth grades.  K nowing so many 
children of different ages makes a child comfortable in the school and on the playground. 

             
 As children “move up” in each unit, they become the older children for the lowest grade in the 

unit.  T hey have a chance to exhibit Christian values of sharing, concern and patience with the 
younger c hildren.  T hey c an h elp t he younger children be come i ndependent, m ature s tudents 
themselves.  Y ounger children will readily ask another child just slightly older than themselves 
for he lp i n f inding e ducational m aterials or  i n understanding w ork t he o lder c hild ha s a lready 



had.  H aving ol der c hildren i n t he c lassroom w ho ha ve m astered di fficult c oncepts g ives t he 
younger children confidence that they, too, will be able to learn. 
 
Multi-aged classrooms have built-in flexibility and mobility.  Grade levels are minimized and the 
child can be placed at an appropriate instructional level regardless of the diagnostic grade level.  
This enables each child to be comfortable with his or her own placement and progress. 
 
In a multi-aged classroom, individual differences are more acceptable than in a graded classroom 
because the children themselves cover a wider range of age, size and ability.  Both the child who 
is s lower and the child who is faster are more comfortable with his or  her own placement and  
progress. 
 
Having grade levels w ithin multi-aged classrooms a llows t he c hildren t o do m any t hings as a  
grade and many things as a unit.  A first grade child, for example, is part of the first grade, part 
of t he P rimary Unit, a nd pa rt of  t he w hole s chool. B eing a n i mportant pa rt of  s everal gr oups 
allows the child to develop a positive self-image and learn that he or  she can contribute to the 
school community on many different levels. 
 
Does my child have to be Catholic? 
 
A significant number of children who are not Catholic are enrolled at Blessed Sacrament School.  
Although each family’s reason for choosing the school is different, the following considerations 
are among those offered by parents of other faiths whose children are presently enrolled. 
 
Blessed Sacrament School offers more than abstract education in Christian values.  At every age 
level, children are taught responsibility for carrying out God’s work in the world, particularly in 
their own neighborhood and community.  They are also taught that even the youngest child has 
the ability to help those in need.  There is great emphasis on outreach to others, in addition to the 
religion curriculum and worship experiences. 
 
Other reasons given by parents for enrolling their children include a desire for a unified school 
experience from kindergarten through eighth grade, accessibility of the staff, and high standards 
of discipline.  Several parents mentioned the dedication of the teachers in providing “hands on” 
training in Christian service. 
 
A lower t eacher-student r atio enables t eachers t o e ncourage t he uni queness of  each c hild and 
avoid both under- and over-achievement problems.  Some parents also mentioned that the school 
gets t o know  t he w hole family ove r t he years a nd c an a ppreciate how  e ach child fits int o the 
family setting. 
 
Parents who attend other churches say that they have felt encouraged to participate in the daily 
life of the school by volunteering for classroom work and for school committees.  They also have 
noted that they understand the reason for higher tuition payments for those who do not belong to 
Blessed Sacrament Parish.  They say they feel they are getting a good return on their investment. 
 
 



How much is the tuition? 
 
The following rates are in effect for the 2010-2011 school year.  The Blessed Sacrament Parish 
Council, m ade up of  pa rish s taff a nd pa rishioners, r eviews a nd a pproves t he s chool budg et 
submitted by the Education Committee.  It includes the tuition scale. 
 
Parishioner – Grades 1-8     Non-parishioner – Grades 1-8  
1st child   $2,403                   $4,923
2nd child   $2,403                   $4,923 
Each additional child  $1,568               $4,616
 
Parishioner – Kindergarten    Non-parishioner – Kindergarten 
$2,175        $4,132 
 
Book/technology Fee 1-8      $300 
Materials Fee   K      $240 
 
The parish as a whole pays approximately half the operating cost of the school.  Parishioners are 
expected t o be  r egular contributors t o t he pa rish.  T uition c an be  pa id yearly, qu arterly, o r 
monthly.  The parish also has a scholarship program for parishioners.  Anyone interested in this 
program should speak to the school principal or the pastor. 
 
 
What extracurricular activities are offered? 
 
An extensive sports program is available for boys and girls in the 5th through 8th grades.  Girls 
may play volleyball, basketball and softball, depending on the season.  Boys are offered football, 
basketball and softball.  A ny interested student may play – there are no tryouts or cuts.  S ports 
encourage s elf-discipline a nd t eam w ork a nd of fers oppor tunities t o m eet s tudents f rom ot her 
schools. 
 
Blessed Sacrament School offers other programs, including Destination Imagination, forensics, 
Brownies and Cub Scouts as well as Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops.  After school child care is 
provided until 5:30 p.m. each full school day.  Students in grades 5-8 may participate in band 
through an organization called Overture Band Programs, Inc.  Small and large group band 
lessons are offered during the school day.  Students perform in a winter and spring program.  
Students also have the opportunity to try out for Honor Band.  Fees are charged for each activity. 
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